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SENT DEPARTMENT POLTO 1926, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON POLT 
522, BONN POLTO 328, MOSCOW POLTO 99 
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PRIVATE NAf. MFETjNG. 
JANUARY 5 



JANUARY 12 - SOVIET AIDE-MEMOIRE, 



TODAY'S NAC DISCUSSION OF SOVIET AIDE-MEMOIRE AS EXPECTED 
WAS JOINED TO CONSIDERATION OF MORE RECENT JANUARY 
10 SOVIET NOTE, TEXTS OF WHICH WERE CIRCULATED BY US AND 
FRANCE WHICH ALSO DISTRIBUTED TEXT OF ATTACHED DRAFT TREATY. 
GENERAL CONSENSUS OF OPINION WAS THAT SOVIET AIDE-MEMOIRE 
CONTAINED NOTHING ESSENTIALLY NEW BUT COUCHED IN MODERATE 
TONE AND RESPONSES SHOULD BE DRAFTED IN LIKE FASHION. WHILE 
ALL AGREED DOOR SHOULD BE KEPT OPEN TO FURTHER NEGOTIATION 
THERE WAS GENERAL FEELING THAT RESPECTIVE POSITIONS OF WEST 
AND SOVIETS WERE TOO FAR APART FOR ANY COMPROMISE BUT THAT 
FROM POINT OF VIEW OF PUBLIC OPINION REASSERT I ON OF WESTERN 
POSITION SHOULD BE AS CLEAR. AND IMAGINATIVE AS POSSIBLE. 
SPAAK SUGGESTED SERIES OF QUESTIONS BE ADDRESSED TO MIKOYAN 
TO CLARIFY CERTAIN POINTS IN AIDE-MEMOIRE BUT GENERAL FEELING 

Vs WAS THAT FORMAL RESPONSES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO SOVIET NOTE 

^OF JANUARY 10. 

SvflE INTERPRETATION GIVEN AIDE-MEMOIRE NATO DELEGATIONS 
^GENERALLY SUPPORTED GERMAN VIEW (STATEMENT WILL BE POUCHED) 
,fTHAT SOVIET PROPOSALS RE TREATY OF PEACE PRESENTED NOTHING 
2NEW BUT WERE MORE"" RIGIDLY FORMULATED AND MORE DETAILED. 
^SOVIET STIPULATIONS RE NEUTRALIZATION OF GERMANY, MILITARY 
^RESTRICTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF FORCES, ETC. ESSENTIALLY SAME 
\|AS THOSE OFFERED IN SOVIET DRAFT TREATY OF MARCH 10, 1 952 
ONITH EXCEPTION REFERENCES TO POTSDAM AND RESTORATION OF 
J 1 GERMANY AS UNIFIED STATE SUPPRESSED. GERMANY LIKEWISE NOTED, 
j$RE BERLIN, THAT "ULTIMATIUM" HAD DISAPPEARED WITHOUT UQWEVER 
"^ WITHDRAWING DELAY OF 6 MONTHS. FELT THAT LIMITED INWCATION 
OF DESIRE TO NEGOTIATE WAS PROBABLY ONLY SOVIET TACTlgAffi 
STRATEGY TO INFLUENCE WESTERN PUBLIC OPINION. M C 
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SPAAK IN SUMMARIZING DISCUSSION EMPHASIZED qTRnwri v wrcrroM 
TAKING AS BASIS Oh ITS POSITION GERMAN REUNIFICATION BY FREE- 
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WEST SHOULD BE PREPARED NEGOTIATE ON BERLIN ALONE. 

RE RESPONSES TO SOVIET AIDE-MEMOIRE. SPAAK SURRF^Trn that im 
CONVERSATION WITH MIKOYAN SECRETARY DULLES MIGHT WISH TO A Ik 
A? R r^ A ^ F,CAT,0N 0F CERTA,N PO'NTS OF SOVIET POSITION SU^H 
■ A ?JrU ARE BERLIN AND GERM AN PROBLEM IN SOVIET VIEW LINKED? 

IN VIEW OF RECEIPT OF JANUARY 10 NOTE. CONSENSUS APPEARED 
WAS B MrJn 3 S ^' ET Al DE-MEMO I RE, GIVEN ONLY TO ul AnC FRANCE 
9n„^ R V n,2f? UNNER 0F LATER SOVIET NOTE AND THAT ATTENTION 
mq DrLnL D ' RECTED T0WARD R ESPONSES TO BE GIVEN LATTER 
^^^^ 
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